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At Haytor View supporting our children in understanding the role language has within the community and wider society is a key part of their learning.
We foster a child centred approach in listening and engaging with the child, to support their participation and engagement in this area of learning. This is fostered through demonstrating respect and value for the individual child, providing ongoing opportunities for relevant dialogue to support their understanding and development.
Developing understanding of appropriate use of language, is underpinned by the following core skills:
1) Self awareness;
2) Self management and self regulation;
3) Social awareness;
4) Relationship and communication skills;
5) Responsible decision making and problem solving;
These are central to our whole school PSHE curriculum. 
We employ a relational approach with the individual:
1) Developing relationships - through trust, safety, security, protection, understanding and care. Establishing shared expectations, boundaries, processes for resolving issues;
2) Repairing and restoring – through restorative interactions, recognising the impact on others, supporting change;
3) Responding and calming – through keeping calm, supporting regulation of emotions, managing significant incidents;
(Guidance for Developing Relational Practice and Policy Babcock LDP 2020)
Our aim is to:
· Empower practitioners to support and challenge children’s use of language;
· Equip children with the tools to support their choice of language;
· Provide children with effective support and guidance;
· Engage Parents / Carers in supporting their child’s appropriate use of language;
As a school we:
· Expect children are respectful to one another;
· Recognise inappropriate language in any form is offensive, disrespectful, upsetting and harmful;
· Expect children to choose their words carefully and consciously;
· Address any use of inappropriate language;
Children are supported in understanding that:
· Language communicates respect;
· There are other alternatives to using inappropriate language;
· School is not a place in  which inappropriate language is appropriate;
· Parents will have different expectations of children’s to use of language, however at school the expectation is that inappropriate language is not permitted;
· Using inappropriate language is a choice;
· Children need to develop control over their choice of language;
· Children are accountable for the language they use;
· Inappropriate language is not the daily experience of all children and families;
· Use of inappropriate language is offensive to others;
· Using inappropriate language is disrespectful to others
Approaches used to support children’s understanding over their use of language:
· Provide opportunities for classroom talk;
· All instances of inappropriate language are addressed;
· Consistency in approach by all adults;
· All adults will remain calm in the face of inappropriate language;
· Relational based discussion and approaches with the child;
· Use of PSHE session to explore use of language;
· Support to choose alternative words and avenues to manage any feelings;
· Modelling for the child;
· Identifying where a child has made an appropriate choice regarding word choice or alternative action;
· Parent/Carer engagement;
· Use of sanctions;

Where a child is demonstrating difficulty in addressing the expectations around appropriate use of language, we may consider:
· Use of Boxall Profile;
· Support from the SMEH team (social mental emotional health team);
· Introduction of a Personalised Plan or Individual Education Plan specific to inappropriate language;

Haytor View has a graduated response in addressing issues of inappropriate language:
· Children are supported in understanding expectations within their day to day experiences – universal provision;
· Wider discussion takes place as a class where there are wider concerns over children’s use of language;
· Individual discussions are held with children, to support their understanding over the impact of their word choice;
· Individual sanctions are imposed where individual children are unable to engage with expectations;
· Use of Boxall Profile;
· Support from the SMEH team (social mental emotional health team);
· Introduction of a Personalised Plan or Individual Education Plan specific to inappropriate language;
· Parents are engaged to raise their awareness of the language choices their child is making;
· Individual incidents and discussions will be logged by Learning Leaders;

We expect all adults and children to be treated respectfully, where inappropriate language is targeted towards children or adults:
1) The Co Head Teacher will be informed as soon as is practicable about the incident;
2) The child will meet with the Co Head Teacher;
3) There will be consideration of recording as Report of Verbal Abuse [PO3], if it is a a repeat incident;
4) The parent/carer will be engaged informed;
5) Sanctions will be implemented if it is a repeat incident, this could include internal or external exclusion;
6) [bookmark: _GoBack]The incident and discussions will be logged by Learning Leaders;

All Parents/Carers have a significant role to play in supporting their child in understanding appropriate expectations over their choice of language, this includes:
1) Supporting a consistent approach to addressing all forms of inappropriate language;
2) Modelling appropriate use of language;
3) Support for their child in choosing alterative words carefully and consciously;
4) Monitoring their child’s online activity;
5) Monitoring the television their child is watching;

In working together: child, parent and school, we can best support the individual in development their awareness, understanding and skills in language use. 
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