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Learning together - enjoying success - aiming high - celebrating difference – enriching community

OVERVIEW
The Devon and Torbay Agreed Syllabus 2019 asserts the importance and value of religious
education (RE) for all pupils, with on-going benefits for an open, articulate and understanding society.

The following purpose statements underpin the syllabus, which is constructed to support

pupils and teachers in fulfilling them:

 Religious education contributes dynamically to children and young people’s education in

schools by provoking challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, 

ultimate reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.

 In RE Children learn about religions and beliefs in local, national and global contexts, to

discover, explore and consider different answers to these questions.

 Children learn to weigh up the value of wisdom from different sources, to develop and express their 

insights in response and to agree or disagree respectfully.

 Teaching should equip Children with systematic knowledge and understanding of a

range of religions and beliefs, enabling them to develop their ideas, values and identities.

 RE should develop in pupils an aptitude for dialogue so that they can participate positively in our 

society, with its diverse religions and beliefs.

 Children should gain and deploy the skills needed to understand, interpret and evaluate texts, 

sources of wisdom and authority and other evidence. 

 Children should learn to articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values and 

experiences while respecting the right of others to differ.

Rationale
Religious Education is a compulsory subject and forms part of the National Curriculum to which every pupil 
should have access. It can provide the foundation for many people’s lives and promote acceptance and 
understanding of other beliefs. Through the teaching of RE we aim to promote the spiritual, moral and 
cultural development of all pupils. Both religious and non-religious world views are studied. Children reflect 
on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We help 
children learn from religions as well as about religions. RE must be taught according to the Devon and 
Torbay Locally Agreed Syllabus. 

A high quality religious education (RE) curriculum is essential to meet the statutory requirement for all 
maintained schools to teach a broad and balanced curriculum, which prepares pupils for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of life in Modern Britain. 

As we are an inclusive community, we learn about a wide range of religions and world views fostering 
respect for others. Our children and their families can expect a religious education curriculum that is rich and 
varied, enabling learners to acquire a thorough knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith. We 
provide a wide range of opportunities for learners to understand and to make links between the beliefs, 
practices and value systems of the range of faiths and world views studied.   Spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development are intrinsic to the RE curriculum and should have a significant impact on learners.  
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Learners should be inspired by the subject and develop a wide range of higher-level skills such as enquiry, 
analysis, interpretation, evaluation and reflection to deepen their understanding of the impact of religion on 
the world. Our aims for teaching and learning in RE are that children develop an understanding of Christianity
and a broad range of religions and world views.   

Aims of Religious Education
Religious Education is an important part of the school curriculum and is taught relevant to the child’s stage of
development and experience. The principal aim of RE is to engage pupils in systematic enquiry into 
significant human questions which religion and worldviews address, so that they can develop the 
understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these questions, as well as 
develop responses of their own.

This should ensure that pupils:

1. Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews.
2. Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews.
3. Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews.

The overall aims should enable pupils to:

 Develop conceptual understanding of religion, religious beliefs and practices – in order that they can 
begin to engage in informed reflection and discussion about religions and religion. 

 Develop an informed appreciation of religions – in order that they can explore religions with 
openness, interest and enjoyment. 

 Value religious and cultural diversity – in order to enhance their social and cultural development and 
to contribute to a more just and civil society. 

 Create meaning from their knowledge and understanding of religions– in order to enhance their 
spiritual and moral development. 

 Develop an awareness of the richness of religions and their contributions to society and culture – in 
order that they can make increasingly mature judgements about the world in which they live. 

 Recognise commonality and difference within and between religions – in order to develop respect, 
openness and curiosity. 

 Develop a sensitive understanding of the significance of religious commitment and practice in the 
lives of individuals – in order that they might develop respect for individuals and their right to hold 
beliefs that are different from their own.

 Children will learn about religions and religion – to ensure that religious education provides breadth 
and balance in both content and approaches to learning so that they become religiously literate. 

 Children will learn from religions and religion – to ensure that they are able to: a) create meaning, find
relevance and develop personally from their engagement with religious education; 

 b) explore human experience and questions by addressing values, ultimate questions and 
fundamental concerns about themselves and the world in which they live. 

 We provide opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit 
and ensure the planned progression built into the syllabus offers the children an increasing challenge 
as they move through the school. KS2 builds upon KS1, KS1 builds upon the Foundation Stage. In 
addition, certain skills and attitudes are encouraged e.g. learning to respect the skills of others, asking
questions and listening to others, personal reflection on life and its values.

 Children with Special Educational Needs will access the R.E. study units at their own level by 
beginning with where the children are and developing their skills, knowledge and understanding at a 
rate that is challenging but appropriate for the individual child. 

 The teaching and learning strategies within RE lessons will vary through reading and writing 
opportunities linked to the English curriculum as well having the opportunity to be creative in its 
broadest sense, including: thinking; doing; imagining; responding; speaking and listening; problem 
solving; as well as the creative and expressive arts.

 Teachers should ensure that their children have opportunities to encounter religions, faith and 
commitment through visits and visitors.

 Gifted and talented pupils will be offered differentiated opportunities, where appropriate, to extend 
their learning in order to reach their true potential. 
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 The children may use ICT to research and present their work. This will require discernment in their 
use of sources. Virtual tours of places of worship are used where actual visits are not possible.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR EFFECTIVE TEACHING AND LEARNING 
ABOUT RELIGION AND WORLD VIEWS
All schools have a duty to provide accurate knowledge and understanding of religions and world views. As a 
result we should provide:  

 A challenging and robust curriculum based on an accurate framework.  
 An assessment process which demonstrates progression based on knowledge and understanding of 

core religious concepts.  
 A curriculum that draws on the richness and diversity of religious experience worldwide.  
 A pedagogy that instils respect for different views and interpretations; and in which real dialogue and 

theological enquiry takes place.   
 The opportunity for pupils to deepen their understanding of the religion and world views as lived by 

believers.  
 RE that makes a positive contribution to SMSC development and contributes towards British values.  

ARRANGEMENTS FOR CURRICULUM TIME FOR THE TEACHING OF 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

• The RE entitlement is totally separate from requirements for Collective Worship.  

Sufficient dedicated curriculum time, meeting explicitly RE objectives, should be committed to the delivery of 
RE:

• FS & KS1: 36 hours (1 hour per week)
• KS2: 45 hours (1.25 hours per week)

Staff Development in the Teaching of Religious Education
 To demonstrate the subject’s comparable status with other core curriculum areas it should be a 

priority to build up staff expertise in RE specifically but not exclusively, working towards:  
 All teaching staff and governors having an understanding of the distinctive role and purpose of RE 

within church schools.   
 Staff knowing how to create and maintain classrooms in which academic rigour is balanced with 

respect for different personal beliefs and identities. 

Teaching and Learning
We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching in RE allows children 
both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious ideas and concepts mean to them. 
Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of values and promotes their spiritual growth and 
development. We encourage children to think about their own views and values in relation to the themes and 
topics studied in the RE curriculum. Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their 
own experiences and extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. 

We use their experiences at religious festivals such as Easter, Diwali, Passover etc. to develop their religious
thinking. We organise visits to local places of worship and invite representatives of local religious groups to 
come into school and talk to the children, we also use virtual tours where visits are difficult to arrange.

Children carry out research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths and also compare the 
religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites of passage or festivals. Children discuss 
religious and moral issues using computers and working individually or in groups. 

We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities, and so we 
provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of 
the child.
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The Foundation Stage
It is important in the foundation stage to give children a broad, enquiry based experience of RE in a range of 
contexts, including outdoor play. Early years learning environments should feature RE scenarios based on 
experience in the real world, such as in role play. We teach RE to all children in the school, including those in
the reception class. In reception class, RE is an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As 
the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage Curriculum, we relate the RE aspects of the children's 
work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals which underpin the curriculum planning for children
aged three to five.

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
Through our religious education lessons, we teach the children about the values and moral beliefs that 
underpin individual choices of behaviour. 

We also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by teaching respect for 
others and the need for personal responsibility. In general, by promoting tolerance and understanding of 
other people, we enable children to appreciate what it means to be positive members of our pluralistic 
society. 

We also teach and promote British Values through religious education. These are reinforced in the following 
ways: democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual development. 
Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life. We help them to 
recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of moral and ethical questions. We 
enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense of identity in a multicultural society. 

Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so doing, they develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the cultural context of their own lives. 

Withdrawal from RE Learning
Parents may request that their child is withdrawn from R.E. Where parents are wishing to exercise this right, 
the Governing Body would first suggest that the parents first meet with the Phase Leader or Head Teacher to
discuss their concerns. 

If the matter cannot be resolved, parents need to apply to the Governing Body in writing to withdraw their 
child from RE lessons. The Governing body will make arrangements with the Head Teacher for the child(ren)
to be supervised or engaged in another activity during this time. 

We are mindful that everyone holds different beliefs and this is taken into consideration in RE lessons.

Assessment
Assessing RE is an integral part of teaching and learning and central to good practice. It should be process 
orientated reviewing the way that techniques and skills are applied purposefully by pupils to demonstrate 
their knowledge and understanding and skills that they have developed during a particular unit. As 
assessment is part of the learning process it is essential that pupils are closely involved. 

Teachers will use assessments to form a judgement as to whether each child has reached the targets for 
each key question in their year group. Evidence of work will be highlighted in children’s books, on 
photographs, videos and notes on discussions with children etc. This will demonstrate achievement of 
objectives.

Monitoring and Review
Monitoring will support the self-evaluation process identifying areas of strength as well as those for
development. The Phase Leader is responsible for the monitoring of this policy within their phase. 
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Areas for development will be incorporated into the School Development Plan as necessary. 

Through monitoring the Phase Leader will:
• Ensure that there is clear progression throughout the Phase
• Analyse assessment data and pupil progress 
• Identify any training needs and offer extra support and guidance to staff when it is appropriate 
• Ensure that there are suitable resources to help with the teaching and learning of RE

5


