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Religious Curriculum Overview [11-8-22]
Learning together - enjoying success - aiming high - celebrating difference – enriching community

	‘ The greatest enemy of understanding is coverage. As long as you are determined to cover everything you ensure that most children are not going to understand.’
 Howard Gardner, Developmental Psychologist.
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Intent: In Religious Education, we intend to provide children with a well-rounded view of the different world religions, deepening their knowledge about religions.. We aim to guide them in their understanding of the key concepts within each religion, how these are celebrated and to promote tolerance and understanding towards all religious beliefs. In doing so, we promote self-reflection and aim for all children to understand how their own beliefs and ideas are both similar and different to others around them. Children explore diverse religious traditions as well as non-religious world views. We promote British values, supporting children’s awareness of their rights and responsibilities as UK citizens. Our curriculum is designed to encourage creativity, imagination, inquiry, debate, discussion and empathy. 

We aim to enable pupils to: 
· Develop a knowledge and understanding of the 6 world religions, Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism and Buddhism. 
· Recognise the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on cultural and community life.  
· Ask challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life; beliefs about God; the self and the nature of reality; issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. 
· Have opportunities for personal reflection and pupils’ Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) development 
· Learn from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions while exploring their own beliefs and questions of meaning. 
· Develop their sense of identity and belonging and enable them to flourish individually within their communities and as citizens in a multi-faith and multi-cultural society and global community 
· Develop respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are different from their own 
· Show discernment and enable pupils to combat prejudice.  
 
We follow the Devon and Torbay agreed syllabus for R.E as a basis for our curriculum, we study one religion at a time (systematic units), thematic units build on the learning by comparing the religions, beliefs and practices. This teaching and learning approach of the Agreed Syllabus has 3 core elements to provide breadth and balance within teaching and learning about religions and beliefs. 
· Making sense of beliefs – understanding what these beliefs mean within their traditions. 
· Making connections – establishing relationships between these beliefs and pupil’s own lives and ways of understanding the world. 
· Understanding the impact – In this element, pupils examine how and why people put their beliefs into action within their everyday lives, their communities and in their wider world.  
 
The key religions studied are:
· Christianity 
· Hinduism 
· Islam 
· Judaism 

The children extend their knowledge and understanding of religions and world views, developing their awareness of local, national and global contexts. They are encouraged to be curious and ask increasingly challenging questions regarding religion, faith, values and human life. Children are supported in expressing their own ideas and are able to give their own coherent reasons to support their ideas and views. Through their R.E. learning, children are given the opportunity to wonder about the world, explore connections between beliefs and practices studied and can reflect about life in the world today.




	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year 1
	Unit 1.2 CREATION: 
Who Made the World? Harvest
	Unit 1.10 BELONGING
What does it mean to belong to a faith community?
	Unit 1.1 GOD: 
What do Christians believe God is Like?
	Unit 1.7 JEWS
1.7 Who is Jewish and how do they live? (PART 1)
	Unit 1.7 JEWS
Who is Jewish and how do they live? (PART 2)
	Unit 1.9 WORLD AND OTHERS
How should we care for the world and for others, and why does it matter?

	Year 2
	Unit 1.6 MUSIMS
Who is Muslim and how do they live? (PART 1)
	Unit 1.3 INCARNATION: 
Why does Christmas matter to Christians?
	Unit 1.6 MUSIMS
Who is Muslim and how do they live? (PART 2)
	Unit 1.5 SALVATION: 
Why does Easter matter to Christians?
	Unit 1.4 GOSPEL: 
What is the good news Jesus brings?
	Unit 1.8 Sacred Places
What makes some places sacred to believers?

	Year 3
	Unit 2.1: CREATION/ FALL: 
What do Christians learn from the creation story?
	Unit 2.10: JEWS:
How do festivals and family life show what matters to Jewish people?
	Unit 2.2 PEOPLE OF GOD: 
What is it like to follow God?
	Unit 2.9 MUSLIMS: 
How do festivals and worship show what matters to a Muslim?
	Unit 2.4 GOSPEL: What kind of world did Jesus want?
	Unit 2.11 STAGES OF LIFE: How and why do people mark the significant events in life? 

	Year 4
	Unit 2.7 HINDUS & GOD What do Hindus believe God is like?
	Unit 2.3 INCARNATION/ GOD: 
What is the Trinity? Christmas
	Unit 2.8 HINDUS IN BRITAIN What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today?
	Unit 2.5 SALVATION: 
Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday’? Easter
	Unit 2.6 KINGDOM OF GOD: 
For Christians what was the impact of Pentecost?
	Unit 2.12 MAKE THE WORLD BETTER 
How and why do people try to make the world a better place?

	Year 5
	Unit U2.8 MUSLIMS What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?
	Unit U2.3 INCARNATION
Was Jesus the Messiah? Why do Christians believe Jesus was the Messiah? Christmas
	Unit U2.1: GOD: What does it mean for Christians to believe God is Holy and Loving?
	Unit U2.9 JEWS
Why is the Torah so important to Jewish people? 

	Unit 2b.5 SALVATION
What would Jesus do? What do Christians believe Jesus did to save people?

	Unit U2.11  WHY BELIEVE IN GOD? Why do some people believe in God and some do not?

	Year 6
	Unit U2.7  HINDUS Why do Hindus want to be good?
	Unit U2.2: CREATION: Creation & Science – Conflict or Complimentary
	Unit U2.4: GOSPEL: How do Christians decide how to live? What would Jesus do?
	Unit U2.6: KINGDOM OF GOD: For Christians what kind of King is Jesus?
	Unit U2.12: LIFE GETS HARD: How does faith help people when life gets hard?
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