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Haytor View Community Primary School & Nursery

Parental Responsibility Policy Statement 

Learning together - enjoying success - aiming high - celebrating difference – enriching community
Conflict between Parents: The School or Setting’s role

The Children Act 1989 makes clear what is meant by parental responsibility.  The full document can be found at www.opsi.gov.uk.  Parental responsibility is a legal concept that consists of the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority that most parents have in respect of their children.   Parental responsibility is afforded not only to parents, and not all parents have parental responsibility.  The term parental responsibility attempts to focus on the parents’ duties towards their child rather than the parents’ rights over their child.  In practical terms parental responsibility means the power to make important decisions in relation to a child.  

Parental Responsibility
· If both parents were married to each other at the time of the child’s birth, both have Parental Responsibility enabling both equal input on all issues.  Therefore any decision taken in respect of a child must be taken as a joint decision.

· Unmarried fathers currently do not have Parental Responsibility, unless the father has made a successful application to the court for a Parental Responsibility order, or he and the mother have entered into a Parental Responsibility agreement, or the father becomes registered as the father (i.e. his name appears on the birth certificate) on or after December 1st 2003.

· Assuming there is no court order restricting contact, the setting must communicate with both parents on all matters concerning the child, i.e. all information, correspondence, reports, notice of parents’ evenings etc. must be duplicated.
· The setting cannot accede to one parent’s request to avoid all contact with other, without court order.

Residence Orders 



· Where a Residence Order is in force no person may cause the child to be known by a new surname.

· Neither parent can take or permit  a third party to take a child out of the UK without the other parent’s written consent (assuming he/she has parental responsibility).However this does not prevent removal of a child from UK, for a period of less than one month, by the person in whose favour the Residence Order is made.

Trips

· For day trips schools/settings can rely on consent of the parent with whom child lives daily.

· For residential trips,  both parents ought to give their consent although in practice one parent’s consent is likely to be sufficient, although there may be reference in a Court Order to school trips and other extras and the other parent’s consent may need to be obtained.

The Child’s Welfare

· If the parent with day-to-day care makes complaint about the other parent’s behaviour affecting the child’s welfare, the school/setting should advise the parent with residential care to discuss the matter with the other parent.  If the problem continues, the setting may have no choice but to become involved.  In such circumstances, the setting has a legitimate interest to speak to both parents ensuring both are aware of the effect the behaviour outside education is having in the setting.
Court Proceedings

· In extreme situations intervention of the court may be necessary.  In these circumstances the class teacher or head teacher may be asked for an opinion.  This must be given based on what the setting considers to be in the child’s best interest.  The child’s welfare is at all times paramount.

· Court’s will place greater weight on opinions of children over the age of 9, who may be required to attend.
Five Steps to Managing Areas of Dispute

1. Do both parents have parental responsibility?  Does one parent have a Residence Order in their favour?

2. Ensure records of addresses are up-to-date and are amended if notified of any change by one parent.

3. Ensure that all information sent out is duplicated to both parents.

4. Remember the child’s welfare is the paramount consideration.

5. The setting has a duty to both parents, unless this duty has been overridden by the Family Courts.
