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Haytor View Community Primary School & Nursery

Home Learning Policy 2022 - 23 [V2] 
Learning together - enjoying success - aiming high - celebrating difference – enriching community
RATIONALE

We believe home learning consolidates and reinforces skills and understanding in Mathematics, English and other curriculum areas, helps raise the level of achievement of individual pupils, provides opportunities for parents/carers and children to work together and, thereby, fostering an effective partnership between home and school.
Home learning is set and children are encouraged to, and expected to establish good home learning habits from the beginning of their school life:

· Home learning is set regularly as a means of reinforcing learning

· Home learning is differentiated to meet the needs of individual pupils

· Home learning should be understood by pupils and parents, and not be seen as an onerous task

AIMS

We believe that home learning benefits children by:
· reinforcing concepts and skills taught in school;
· enabling children to revisit aspects of the curriculum;
· encouraging children to read to their parents/carers;
· providing an opportunity for parents/carers to become involved in their child’s learning;
· helping to demonstrate to children that learning can take place in many environments;
· promoting learning at home as an essential part of good education;
· helping children to develop skills and attitudes they need for successful lifelong learning;
· supporting the development of independent learning skills, including the habits of enquiry and investigation.
PRINCIPLES
· The amount and difficulty of home learning is tailored according to the child’s age and ability.

· Sufficient time is allowed for the completion of home learning to allow for a healthy home/school work balance. 

· As the children progress through the school so the amount of home learning increases.

· Teachers ensure that the tasks are differentiated, purposeful and aimed at developing and consolidating basic skills.

· Teachers provide parents and pupils with clear learning objectives and instructions for tasks as well as clear examples of work to guide both children and adults. 

· High expectations for neat presentation are in place to ensure that children maintain a similar high standard of work at home as in school.

· Home learning should be linked to previous learning and key skills and must be meaningful and relevant

· Parents will be informed about our aims in setting homework and about the importance this type of work plays in children’s education

OVERVIEW
Home learning is defined as work set by the teacher to be done at home, either by the child alone or with the support of an older sibling, parent or carer. The main focus of home learning will be numeracy and literacy, with occasional tasks to extend and enhance learning across the curriculum.
Home learning will involve some or all of the following activities:

· Reading: independent, shared or paired reading, with possible activities to reinforce comprehension and understanding of texts as children progress through school.

· Spellings and vocabulary extension: learning sounds and spellings; activities to apply spelling rules and patterns to extended tasks.

· Research into an aspect of the curriculum as preparation for, extension to, consolidation of or follow up to work carried out in class.

· Learning number facts and practice of calculation, including problem solving (multiplication tables, number bonds)

· Written learning in English and Maths.

· Handwriting

· The nature, type and amount of homework will vary according to the age and ability of the pupil.

NATURE OF HOME LEARNING
We set a variety of home learning activities. In the Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1, we give children books to take home and read with their parents or carers. We give guidance to parents and carers on achieving the maximum benefit from this time spent reading with their child. We also ask children to learn spellings or mathematical tables as part of their homework. 
Sometimes, we ask children to talk about a topic at home prior to it being introduced in school.  Sometimes, we ask children to find and collect things that we then use in lessons.

At Key Stage 2, we continue to give children home learning as outlined above, but we expect them to do more tasks independently. We set literacy and/or numeracy homework each week, and we expect the children to consolidate and reinforce the learning done in school through practising at home. We also set homework as a means of helping the children to revise, as well as to ensure that prior learning has been understood.
Home learning is marked according to the general school marking policy. Home learning completed well is acknowledged and praised. There may be issues arising from the work, which the teacher will follow up in lesson time. 
Contact books are reviewed regularly and comments made, as part of communication between home and school. 

We recognise that children have individual learning styles, which means that some tasks can be completed in a number of different ways, while others demand a particular approach.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

Role of Teachers is to:
· integrate home learning into their planning;
· ensure the home learning tasks are accessible;
· set tasks or activities;
· set home learning appropriate to each child - match tasks to time and as far as possible to the abilities of the children

· explain when, what and how the work is to be done so that each child clearly understands;
· give reasonable time for its completion (including time to complete tasks if homework
· is not returned)

· ensure home learning is marked in line with the school’s marking policy
· ensure contact books are reviewed regularly and commented upon
· provide feedback to children on their progress

· provide additional guidance for parents as part of termly newsletter, on

· how/when home learning should be completed

Parents are encouraged to:
· praise the value of home learning to their children;
· provide a suitable space in their home where their children can concentrate on their home learning;
· establish a home learning routine;
· provide materials pens, pencils etc.;
· go through the home learning before their child starts and discuss the completed work when finished;
· make the experience pleasurable;
· find time to work with their child or be at hand if a problem arises;
· discuss, encourage and praise their child’s efforts;
· contact the school if they are not sure of some aspect of the home learning or if their child is experiencing difficulties in doing it;
· contribute to school evaluation so the school can monitor and evaluate its effectiveness
Children are encouraged to:
· complete their home learning by the set deadline;
· listen carefully in class to make sure they understand what is asked of them;
· make sure they get feedback on their home learning;
· complete their home learning using appropriate writing materials;
· have a go at all their home learning activities.
APPROACH
We structure most of our home learning tasks to focus on specific key skills which will enable our children to access many other areas of the English and Maths curriculum:
· Reading – reading fluently, with comprehension and for pleasure are vital skills to develop. This is why we encourage our children to read daily.
· Spellings – by learning how to spell key words and words with specific spelling patterns, we are enabling our children to become more fluent writers.
· Times tables – these form the basis of many areas of maths. Knowing times tables will enable our children to become more efficient mathematicians in class.
All home learning tasks and activities are designed to consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding in    Mathematics and English and enhance cross curricular teaching. 

Home Learning club for Years 3 to 6 supports children in accessing a weekly space to complete home learning and receive support from their class teacher, it provides a dedicated time and space in which children can engage with home learning set. 
DIFFERENTIATION

It is the responsibility of the class teacher to set appropriate home learning for all pupils and to provide tasks that can be undertaken independently. Therefore it may be necessary to provide differentiated tasks to suit different abilities and to meet the requirements of all children.  Providing differentiated tasks will also make it possible for the home learning task to be completed independently. There will be instances when the same home learning task will be suitable for all children.
FEEDBACK
All children receive feedback on their home learning in a variety of forms such as:
· verbal
· written
· class discussion
FORGOTTEN OR INCOMPLETE HOME LEARNING
It is our experience that children forget to bring back their home learning on occasions.  In such an instance the child will be expected to return their home learning on the following school day. In cases where this does not occur, the teacher will talk to the child to find out their barriers to home learning completion. If they continue to forget or not complete their home learning over time, their class teacher will call the child’s parent/carer to discuss this with them.
MONITORING
The implementation of the policy will be monitored by Phase Leaders. 
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