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History Curriculum Overview [11-8-22]
Learning together - enjoying success - aiming high - celebrating difference – enriching community

	‘ The greatest enemy of understanding is coverage. As long as you are determined to cover everything you ensure that most children are not going to understand.’
 Howard Gardner, Developmental Psychologist.
History
Intent: Our History curriculum will engage and inspire curiosity, while encouraging children to think critically and ask questions. Through our History curriculum we aim to teach children the importance of enquiry, research and analysis; and teach an understanding of the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups. 
 
The aim of History teaching at is to stimulate the children’s interest and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past. We teach children a sense of chronology, and through this they develop a sense of identity, and a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage. They learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain and, by considering how people lived in the past, they are better able to make their own life choices today. In our school, history makes a significant contribution to Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural education by teaching how Britain developed as a democratic society. We teach children to understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events and, by so doing, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem-solving. 
 
History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on examining historical artefacts and primary sources, allowing them to learn through discovery. In each key stage we give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical significance. We recognise and value the importance of stories in history teaching, and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest in the past. We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways, and that they should always ask searching questions, such as ‘How do we know?’, about information they are given. 

Our History curriculum incorporates fundamental historical knowledge, we have mapped the core knowledge that children need, purposeful connections are made to prior knowledge. 

Our History curriculum enables children to:
· develop knowledge and skills that take them beyond their experience
· strengthen their academic knowledge through the acquisition of a broad and deep vocabulary
· shape their character to prepare them for life so that they can make a positive contribution to society 

EYFS: In the Early Years the pupils develop an awareness of their place in time and the fundamentals of chronology. They start using artefacts and other sources of historical evidence as a foundation for the future learning as well as a platform for the children to develop the procedural knowledge of being a historian. 

KS1: In Key stage one we build upon children’s experiences in the Foundation Stage and look in more depth at historical sources and their reliability, children are exposed to and encouraged to use, historical vocabulary.. We look at how we can find out about events beyond living memory and start the process of understanding how events can be interpreted in different ways. 

KS2: At the beginning of KS2, children further develop the concepts, vocabulary and knowledge that is built on in subsequent years, laying important foundations of much of their future historical learning. As children progress through the key stage they are increasingly able to approach complex topics with a great depth and breadth of knowledge

The disciplinary and procedural knowledge that underpins history is key, we want pupils to think like a historian, therefore we plan and teach the disciplinary and procedural knowledge that allows pupils to demonstrate and explain their learning. This means developing children’s ability to explain their learning in a factual way using a variety of media.
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Year Group
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	1
	How have my parents and grandparents lived? 
	Important People in History
	What were homes like a long time ago?

	2
	Who were the Vikings?
	Who were the Romans?
	Which King or Queen was the best?

	3
	Stone Age & Iron Age – What do we know and how do we know it?
	Britain and it’s monarchy
	Why does the Battle of Britain matter to us today?

	4
	Why did the Vikings come to Britain?
	How did the Romans shape life in Britain?
	Ancient Egypt – What do we know and how do we know it?

	5
	Who were the Anglo-Saxons and why did they come to Britain?
	Local Study – The historic development of Newton Abbot - Housing
	Non-European Society – Islamic Civilisation AD900

	6
	British History – The development of the UK Parliament
	Local Study – The historic development of Newton Abbot - Industry
	Why does life in Ancient Greece matter to us today? 
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