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Elicitation tasks can be a valuable part of any teaching sequence in mathematics. They can provide the teacher with evidence of each child’s understanding at the start of a sequence, indicate gaps and misconceptions to focus on during the sequence and provide a reference for assessing progress at the end of the sequence.
Children can also gain from the opportunity to assess their own understanding at the start of a sequence, identifying what they need to learn and then reflect on what they have learnt and whether they have reached the understanding intended by the end of the sequence, asking ‘Am I there yet?’ Elicitation tasks are most productive when they provide the opportunity to expose misconceptions and the children appreciate that they are expected to explain and demonstrate what they do and don’t understand. When planning an elicitation task, it is useful to think about “What do I want children to understand in this sequence so that they can reason and generalise?”
Consider:
· Does the task ensure that wrong reasoning is exposed?
· Would particular responses to the task help the teacher understand the problems that pupils may have in their understanding and help the teacher with planning next steps within the teaching sequence?
· Very little needs to be standard about these tasks but they should always include opportunities for and an expectation of:
· Explaining thinking
· Demonstrating understanding using different representations eg concrete materials, pictures, language, symbols, contexts
Children will need support, at first, to know how to demonstrate their understanding. Support can be provided by modelling this for the children including sharing other children’s responses to elicitation tasks and the use of sentence starters such as ‘I have noticed…’, ‘I think…’ and ‘I am not sure about…’ If children struggle to identify and articulate their own understanding, such as in the early years, it may be necessary to support them in communicating this understanding through the use of probing questions.
Elicitation tasks can be undertaken in a variety of ways. They can be explored individually or in groups, with the teacher either present or viewing the work after it has been done. The thinking can also be communicated in different ways:
 Observed in action (e.g. role play)
 Verbal (recorded by someone else, which could be accompanied by a photograph)
 Written
The most effective tasks are simple, resulting in evidence which is easy to analyse, allowing teachers to identify clearly what the children do and don’t understand and use this to inform their planning for the sequence.
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